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How does the current Medicare System work?

· Anyone can access a bulk-billing doctor.

· Every worker contributes to Medicare through the Medicare Levy.

· All residents contribute to Medicare through taxes.

· Medicare is among the world’s best health system.
How does the Howard Government want to change it?

They have a law called “a fairer Medicare system” that will mean that:

· Only health cardholder’s can access a bulk billing doctor.

· Doctors will be free to charge whatever fee they choose.

· A family earning $32,300 will not be able to access bulk billing BUT will still have to pay for Medicare through the levy and taxes.

What does JOHN HOWARD’S Proposal mean?
· Health care becomes a luxury, not a right.

· Public funds diverted from public health systems to private industry.

· Only the rich can afford to be sick.

· We are left with an Americanised health system.

· Unfair access to health care.

MEDICARE MEANS HEALTH FOR ALL

Australians pay for and benefit from one of the most cost effective public health systems in the world.  Our Medicare Cards enable us to access quality health care when we need it.

The principle behind this system is universal health care.  This means that whether or not people can afford to pay for Medicare services, health care can still be obtained.  Health care should be available for everybody, regardless of where they live or their income level.

Why Care for Medicare?

· All Australians should be concerned about the future of our universal health system.  The strength of Medicare is that it is for everyone

· If we didn’t have Medicare, we would have to spend more of our wages on health care.  Diminishing Medicare means a wage cut for workers.

· Medicare makes for a healthy society.  In America where health care is not universal, sickness regularly goes untreated.  They have a higher mortality rate for kids and people die at a younger age on average than in Australia.

· Once universal health care is abolished it will be almost impossible to reinstate.

· If health care is more difficult to afford, our overall health will suffer.

The Howard Government is threatening our health system

John Howard has never liked Medicare.  In a 1987 interview with radio 2UE he made his feelings clear:


“We will proposing changes to Medicare which amount to its de fact dismantling … we’ll pull it right apart.”  The second thing we will do is get rid of the bulk billing system.  It’s an absolute rort.

The Commonwealth Government is threatening Medicare with a new two-tiered user pays system, which allows doctors to charge a co-payment (an up front fee).  Bulk filling will be targeted to concession card holders.  With the decline in bulk billing GPs over the last 12 months, we have already seen a 3 million drop in GP attendances.

The Government is also stripping back hospital funding.  NSW alone will be underfunded $875 million under the 3 year grant just passed by Canberra.

Increasing the cost of visits to the doctor will mean that more people will be forced to go to emergency rooms to be treated.  This will put further pressure on our hospital system.

The private health care rebates give greater health subsidies to those with private health cover.  These handouts to Insurance Companies cost the public purse $2 billion a year.

So what can you do about it:

defend your Medicare Card – defend universal health care

“It is my aspiration that health will finally be seen not as a blessing to be wished for; but as a human right to be fought for.” – United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan

To support the campaign:

· Find out about the Save Medicare Alliance and its campaign, go to www.labor.net.au and click on “Save Medicare.

· Become a Medicare Activist, join the union activist register at www.labor.net.au/activist and click on “health.”

· Become a Medicare activist at work, photocopy this leaflet and hand it around, circulate a petition, pass motions in your union.

· Raise the issue in local community groups you are involved in, such as political parties, religious groups, put up a Medicare poster in your local club or library.

· Become a local Medicare activist, use the website or call the Alliance to find out about local Medicare Activist groups in your area.

To get resources as a Medicare Activist, contact your union or the Labor Council of NSW on (02) 9264 1691 or activist@labor.org.au.
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